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CouxrTrREOUS REA DER, 


IoGRAPHY, in fſooth, is a ſtudy, the which 
will make wiſe men nought the worſe, and 
leave fools juſt where it found them. The me- 
moirs I here favour thee with, ſith rightly I aread, 
be repleniſhed with inſtructive leſſons not a few to 
the latter ſort, had they ears wherewithal to hear. 
When the MS. came firſt into my hands, 1 was 
ſo minded, that mayhap it- was ſome one of your 
profound allegories politick, couched under the 
maſquerade o — phraſe; thereupon I begun 
to deviſe a key, where withal to unlock the myſte- 
ries of the plain ſpun tale. I then ſaid thus unta 
myſelf; be it now ſuppoſed, this ſame Ma6orico, 
and his brother PLUuMB1No, to be the reigning Cx- 
SAR of ALLMAIN, and his brother the prince of 
LoTHARINGIA : MaGorico was born, ſo was 
Cxsar. MaGopico was taught to read, ſo was 
his imperial tranquillity ; was married, ſo was the. 
other ; but then MaGo was a widower, while the 
Empreſs-queen is {till in the land of the living, at 
leaſt we have heard nothing to the contrary. Here 
then behoved this clavis to be thrown aſide. | 
Nor aught fared it me better with the Gran Si- 
nyore of the Ottomans, for he again hath wives 
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and concubines, in number not a few. In ſemblable 
guiſe, I ſet myſelf to prove how the Roman Pon- 
tifex would do. But here {ti} ſhorter fell I of my 
aim, ſith none other wife hath he, ſaving the ſcar- 
let whore, and ſhe too yet walketh to and fro upon 
the face of the earth. And, ſooth to ſay, much 
grieved it me the Pape his miſgiving, foraſmuchas 
St. PETER's chair would have been much ſeemly 
for the ſtool of penance, the which our author ſet- 
teth forth in the xiv. chapter of theſe memoirs. 

Finding therefore my conjectures in this wiſe to 
profit me nothing, I came into the opinion, that 
theſe memoirs be intended by the compiler, to per- 
petuate the fame of certain momentuous emprizes; 
and that he, like his brethren of the plume, when 
matters of narration, through the ralb-handodnoſ 
of interpolators, and iron claws of hoary time, were 
become difficult of inveſtigation, had then had re- 
courſe to verifimilitude. 

Much nathleſs were it to be wiſhed, your preg- 
nant, high-flown wits, likeas CaIus CASAR, AND 
Muſhie pu RETz, would bequeath to their heirs 
and aſſigneys, what they have heard or ſeen about 
themſelves. * But here again mens ſhamefacedneſs 
comes in the way. inſomuch that ery. few can be 
prevailed on to ſpeak all the good thꝭ know about 
themlelves. So | 
Sith aught thou knoweſt righter than theſe, candid 
impart, ſith not, uſe what is here preſented thee, 


by, 


CouRTEOUS READER, 
Thine, 


The Editor of the Me- 
moirs of MAG O PICO. 
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MEMOIRS 


MAGOPIC O. 


MaGgorico's birth and education. 


AGOPICO was born of honeſt and cre- 
M ditable parents. As in the extraordina- 
productions of nature, there are ge- 
nerally ſome early preſages of their future fortunes, 
ſomething that ſcores them over the back to be 
what they ſhall be; ſo the young MaGoeico, at 
his birth, was heard to ſquawl in the very tune of 
the precentor of the pariſh. Some of thoſe then 
— 4 began to throw uncharitable reflections u 


on the mother of the child; others ſaid, that ſhe 
had certainly conceived in the kirk, at the roving 


of the cxix. PSALM, and that the lately delivere 


had then ſeen the ſound of the precentor's voice, 
But the midwife, who was wiler than them all, told 
them, that what happened in caſes of this nature 
did not ſo much reſpect what was paſt, as what was 
to come; and for her ſhare, ſhe eaſily read, that 
the tune of the bairn's greeting meant, he ſhould 
be ſomething about the church. How far ſhe was 


in the right, the reader will ſee, from the few fol- 


lowing ſheets. 

Being a thriving child, he ſoon grew big enough 
to be ſent to ſchool. Accordingly a blind woman, 
who kept a ſchool in the next lace within two 
jailes of his father's houſe, taught him the A, B, C, 
| and 
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and the Mother's Carritch, and the Proverbs ; fo 
that by the time he was twelve years old, he could 
hammer out ſome verſes of the Bible, thus, aw, 
cn, day, and, it, ſay, aw, em, yay, Kam, tay, o, 
to pay, aw, els, efs, paſs. In two years more, he 
made ſuch progreſs that, without ſpelling, he could 
read ye very perqueerly the x. chapter of NEIHI“ 
MIA, and the wHICH WAS THE SONS. 

Aſter that, he was ſent to a man's {chool, to be 
perfettel in his reading, and taught to write and 
count. In the ſpace of three quarters he got thro? 
the rule of three, and then his maſter ſaid, he would 
learn him no more, becauſe Fellowſhip, and Alliga- 
tion, and Fractions, and the Cube- root, ferved only 
to crack the ſkull, and jumble the judgment. To 
his knowledge in arithmetick is to be imputed that 
well calculated accuracy of diſcourſe he is at pre- 
ſent ſo great a maſter of. For, to this day, he can 
tell you, how many barley corns can lie from E- 
DINBURGH to GLASGOW, at half an horvr's warn- 
ing; and, if you will tell him, how many miles 
from this to the moon, he will tell you, all to a 
trifle, how many paces. 5 | 


CHAP. II. 


His ſtudies and preferment. 


F1xnG now about the ſixteenth year of his age, 

MaGopico was taken from ſchool, and was 
deſervedly looked on as the beſt ſcholar in the neigh- 
bourhood. As he was a well inclined lad, any little 
money he had, he laid out in purchaſing good books 
from the travelling chapmen, who, upon occaſion, 
would give him a prayer, and a good advice. None 
of your profahe ballads, or lovers garlands, or ſtory 


books, 
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books, of Jockthegiantkillers, would he look up- 
on. But, for his money, let him have, the laſt 
ſpeech and dying words of dying criminals, the ex- 
periences of LizBETH WASTE, the pilgrim's pro- 
grels, the clat of cold porridge, PEDEN's e 

cies, RUTHERFORD's letters to the elect ladies, the 
grapes in the wilderneſs, Satan's inviſible world, 
war with the devil, and the white devil, and the 
black. The peruſal of theſe, and many other ſuch 
books, furniſhed him with a large ſtock of theology, 
and tended exccedingly to his edification. Only he 
was puzzled now and then, when he met with 
ſcrapes of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew : In theſe 
caſes he ſrequently had recourſe to his pariſh mini- 
ſter, who was generally reckoned a very great pul- 
pit man, and a deep divine. But yet, ſo it ſome 
how happened, that his explications were not always 
ſatisfyiug to MaGopico ; and therefore, more ef- 
fectually to remedy this inconveniency, he reſolved 
to try what he could make of theſe languages him- 
ſelf. Accordingly, being a lad of pregnant parts, 
he takes them up at his own hand, and begins with 
the Hebrew firſt, as being the oldeſt, then the Greek, 
then the Latin; though it is generally thought, his 
genius led him rather moſt to the two firſt. 

The office of ſchoolmaſter falling vacant, thro” 
the deceaſe of the late incumbent, MaGopico was 
unanimouſly elected by the miniſter and elders to 
ſupply his place. Nor could any man alive ſay, 
he had ever ſeen it ſo worthily filled. What might 
not be expected from a young man, ſo thoroughly 
verſed in reading, ſpelling, writing, arithmetick, ex- 
periences and ſcience occult! I ſhall not detain the 
candid reader with a long account of his faithful diſ- 
charge of his duty in this ſtation, Suffice it to 10 

that 
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that he taught the children to very good purpoſe, 
and gave them many good inſtructions, not to throw 
ſtones, nor fight, nor ſlabber when they eat their 
porridge : Nor did he with-hold the rod of correc- 
tion, when he thought it neceſſaty, as indeed he al- 
moſt continually did ; for there is no making any 
thing of children otherwiſe, and beſides it is good 
recreation to a man of a ſedentary life. During his 
incumbency in this office, he grew an excellent 


pſalmodiſt, and becoming excellently well acquaint- 


ed with the pſalm-book, he became a compoſer of 


ſweet ſongs himſelf. A ſample of his talents that 


way I here ſet down: 
« GOD not a beaſt, but me did make a man, 
« And not a TuRxxk, but a true Chriſtian ; 
« His providence made me a ſchoolmaiſterr, 
None of the meaneſt fort I dare averr, &c.” 


= C HAP. III. 


His further preferment. 


AG op1co's good name began now to ſpread 

abroad, and accordingly he was called to be 
the family-chaplain to a lady of the neighbourhood. 
This advancement was brought about in this man- 
ner: During his incumbency as ſchoolmaſter, be- 
ing come to the years of diſcretion, he fell violently 
in love with a young damoſel, who was ſiſter's bro- 
ther's ſiſter-in-law's couſin-german twice removed 
to the brother's wife's half ſiſter of the ſecond cham- 
bermaid of the forementioned lady. The foreſaid 
young damoſel, captivated with the melody of his 
voice upon SUNDAYS, anſwered his paſſion with an 


equal flame. Accordingly vows were interchanged, 


that if ever he were in circumſtances, &c. 


His 
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His buſmeſs now was to ſay grace with an audible 
voice to the family; and on SABBATH evenings, 
after family worſhip was over, to conveen the men- 
ſeryants and the maid-ſervants, to aſk their notes of 
the ſermon, to let them know the difference between 
a preaching and a lecture, to examine them about, 
who was the firſt man, what was he made of, who 
was the firſt woman, what was ſhe made of, about 
the ſerpent and Satan, and the roaring lion, and the 
meekeſt man, and the wiſeſt man. He inſtructed 
them in the ten commandments, but obſerved, at 
the ſame time, that they were all a dead letter, on- 
ly he enjoined them, notto think their own thoughts, 
nor look their own looks upon the SABBATH DAY; 
and never to forget doing reverence to their mini- 


ſter, the maid-ſervants by baiking, and the men- 


ſervants by taking off their bonnets, and laying them 
in the hollow of the hinder part of the neck, all the 
while ſcratching the head, and ſaying, Raivrent Sir, 
and what's your wull. He had the character in this 
family, of having the beſt utterance in prayer' of 
any they had ever heard, both as to loudneſs and 
length, and melodious delivery ; only it has been 
ſaid by ſome malicious perſons, that many of the 
ſervants got their death of cold, by being kept from 
their night's reſt, and ſleeping ſo long upon the 
damp pavement. - | eee 
AGOPICO, ſtaying ſome years in this family; 
increaſed greatly in knowledge, from the frequent 
conferences he had with the ſervants about ſoul- 
matters. His experience more and more convinced 
him of the vanity and nothingneſs of human learr« 
ing. In the mean time, as his foul went continually. 
out after his beloved damoſel, he was the more ea- 


ſily prevailed on to allow himſelf to be named for 
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entering on trials before the reverend presbytery 
of LuGGNICARDOCH, in whoſe bounds he had re- 
ſided ſo long, and who were all well pleaſed with 
the ſweet ſavour of his good name. They were all 
ſurprized with the progreſs the young man had made 
in bis ſtudies, and ſome of the oldeſt of them were 
particularly refreſhed with the account he gave of 
himſelf. The young hempies among them, indeed, 
made a little pother about their not underſtanding 
his LATIN and GREEK ; however they were eaſily 
over- ruled. Accordingly, in the ſpace of thirteen 
moneths, three weeks, and five days, or thereby, 
he obtained a licence to be a candidate for labourin 
the vineyard: After this he continued, by the ſpace 
of ſeven years and nine moneths, ſowing where he 
did not reap, and preaching daily in the neighbour- 
ing congregations, to the great comfort and edifi- 
cation of many. 


+ CH SP; Iv. 
His inſtalment in the kirk of Mu chHTIWHARRAOcR. 
AgGopico hp, now lain ſolong at the pool, 


a door was at length opened to him, by the 


death of the miniſter of MucnTtWHARROCK, 
who was called off about this time. The preſen- 
tation indeed was given to another young man, but 
then the people did not like him: He was o'er 
2 and well bred for them, and bowed and 
craped, and took off his hat to the leddies, and 
gave them neither LATIN nor GREEK, and had 
too few heads of diſcourſe, and raiſed no doc- 
trines, and was an ARMINIAN; and an AN TIN o- 
MIAN legaliſt, and did not ſpeak out, and was o'er 
ſoon done, and ſpoke fo coldrifely, and was not 

* weighted 
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weighted down with what he ſaid, and talked about 
good works, and charity, and morality, and the 
moral world, and had fine-ſpun airy flights, and 
o'er fine a ſtile, and no goſpel ſtrain. The people, 
having heard of the renown of MacGorico, peti- 
tioned the presbytery for a hearing of him, * the 
conſequence was, they all longed after him to be 
their miniſter. On this they petitioned the patron 
for a leet, and to have him included at the top. 
The patron being a man like the preſent generation, 
a lover of his friends, kind to his tenants, and in e- 
very reſpect a good moral man, (for he had no red- 
hot zeal about church matters, inſomuch that, if the 
day was very rainy and cold, he would even be ab- 
ſent from the ordinances, rather as breed diſcord 
and drumbly waters) granted their petition, and 
gave them a leet of thirty and ſix, with MA GOPI- 
co's name among the reſt, 

To make a long tale ſhort, a call was moderated; 
MaGgopico had a great majority of the heads of 
families, though the presbytery, as was ſaid, had 
another young man 1n their eye, However, Ma- 
GOPICO is ordered on trials; a certificate from the 
presbytery where he paſt, teſtifying his great lite- 
rature and exemplary deportment, together with a 
teſtimonial from the ſeſſion-clerk of the pariſh from 
whence he came, are both produced in court and 
read. A committee is appointed, ta confer with, 
and examine him, who, being all book-learned 
members, returned in about half an hour, and re- 
ported, that the young man had given them no man- 
ner of ſatis faction, As for LATIN, he could not 
pronounce a word, and far leis explain it. For 
GREEK, he took the book into his hand indeed with 
a great deal of ſeeming confidence, and, a 
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head of it downward, immediately fell a caterwawl- 
ing the oddeſt inarticulate ibberiſh they had ever 
heard, inſomuch that one of them ſaid, he at firſt 
took it for a magical incantation, or the Lord's 
prayer ſaid backward, and that the four man cer- 
tainly dealt in ſorcery ; ; and for his divinity, it was 
ſuch canting, raving jargon, that they were equally 
at a Joſs there; Upon the whole, that they were 
very much ſurprized, how their brethren of L o- 
GNICARDOCH could put ſuch a piece of work thro' 
their fingers. 
Behold then the far-famed and almoſt reverend 
MaGop1co, ſtanding upon the very brink of de- 
ſtruction, his great character juſt going to be for e- 
ver ruined, he himſelf bereaved of the hopes of the 
embraces of his dearly beloved damoſel. Were I 
poet, or romance-writer, I ſhould now be obliged 
to ſhow the courteous reader the deſcent of a PAL 
LAS, or a VENUS, or a MERcury, or an IRIS at 
the leaſt ; or to conjure up ſome redoubtable knight. 
illuſtrious for deeds of chiy alry, armed at all points; 
his right-hand graſps his invincible lance, his left- 
arm ſuſtains his impenetrable buckler, his fiery ſteed 
foams, and ſnorts duſky flame, and champs the bit, 
and prances and ſpurns the ground, and makes his 
rider's rattling armour to reſound. Behind him 
walks his ſquire, leading a palfrey loaded with the 
trophies of battle; dire, the right-hands of giants e- 
normous, the ſpoils of brindled lions and tuſky 
boars, bear-ſkins, badger-ſkins, and the head of a 
fiery dragon, with triple rows of murderous teeth, 
as yet belehing. ſmoke and gobbets raw, Nor 
do I doubt, had it been known in the land of cy1- 
VALRY, that a damoſel was ſo nearly concerned in 
the prefenr caſe, but ſome a juſtice-diſpenling 
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hero, of the above-mentioned order, would have 
galloped to her aſſiſtance. But ſhe had a doughtier 
champion in reſerve, as the ſequel will ſhow. _ 

To reſume the thread of our narration, Ma G o- 
PICO was called to the bar ; as he walked thither, 
he quaked thro” every joint of him, his teeth bear 
a ruff, all the dying ſpeeches he had ever read now 
crouded before his eyes, he thought they all look- 
ed as if printed in the BLack SAxoN, bordered 
with large lugubrous ſquares of black, and (horrible 
to tell!) he imagined at that inſtant his AP 


tranſmographied into an eyg-ſhell, and all his mem- 


bers made of pipe-ſtopples. The moderator ſtand- 
ing up, ſpoke thus: © Mr. MaGopico, the preſ- 
* bytery, after mature deliberation, are of opinion, 
* that you are unfit for the work of the miniſtry, 
* and therefore,” ——At theſe words open burſt 
the door, and in poured a crowd of people, men, 
women and children, young, old; and middle-aged, 
many of whom, falling flat on the floor, were 
trampled on by the reſt, others got upon the reſts 
ſhoulders, ſo that, in a trice, the ſeſſion-houſe, 
where they ſat, was quite ſtuffed from the ground 
ap to the roof. The members were borne down, 
and almoſt ſmothered to death, all but the modera- 
tor, who fat in an elbow-chair, with a ſtrong bench 
in front. There was now nought but hubbub and 
confuſion, and lamentation, and ejulation, and ulu- 
lation; O death, O murder, I am gone, hold off, 
Sir, make room you in that nook there; and till 
the rear urged on. As when old Oc EAN raging a- 
gainſt BELG1AN dikes, ſome weaker part, 5 ter- 
ribly belaboured, at laſt gives way; the impetuous 
torrent ruſhing in, pours around, all hiſſing with 
foam, and bearing a thick ſcum of mud, and — 
| | an 
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and ſea-weed; and ſtill the waves behind purſue 
the waves before. e 

At length the perſon, who proved to be the head 
of the gang, 9 along the crowd, toward the 
door, and throwing two men, five women, and fif- 
teen children, out of his way, he bended down, 
and laying his mouth to it, gave his orders. Im- 
mediately approach a dozen ſtout fellows, and fall 
to emptying the houſe, dragging out the undermoſt 
ſtratum by the heels, and the reſt any how, as they 
came to hand. In about half an hour compleat the 
houſe was reduced to a thick throng of one ſtory 
high. Burt ſtill the noiſe laſted, O my leg, O my 
arm, IJ am all cruſhed, and VIl ne'er o'erpitt it. 
The chieftain aforeſaid preſſes again to the door, or- 
ders another thinning, and the paſſages to be clear- 
ed, and gives the door in keeping to his twelve 


truſty TxoJans before-mentioned, 


This formidable chief, you muſt know, had got 
a ſmattering of law, when a boy, being ſervant to 
a ſheriff-clerk, ſo that he was reckoned a ſmart fel; 
low at drawing a bill, or wording a proteſt. By 
and attour he was conſtituted factor-ſubſtirute to 
the depute of the vice- factor of the lord of the ma- 
nour. Being a notable hand for making up of dif- 


| ferences between man and man, by ſhowing them 
the beſt way to get at the law, the late miniſter of 
 MvucHTiWHARROCK had raiſed him to the digni- 
ty of an elder. And as he had a great lay in the 


pariſh, and was moreover a true friend to Mad o- 
PICO, he came to town that day, with two thirds 
of the pariſh at's heels, to 74 law and juſtice 
done to their new miniſter about to be. And there- 
fore, upon the moderator's going to intimate the 


reſolution aforeſaid upon Ma Goc, he overhear- 
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ing what was a-going, his zeal got up, and he burſt 
in thro? the door, and the multitude followed, as 
has been told. _ | 2 
But to return, this limb of the law, having brought 


matters to a tolerable conformity, (and the brethren 


having [ſcrubbed the dirt off their cloaths and faces, 
ſhaked the duſt out of their wigs, felt whether their 
limbs were all ſound and entire, and rubbed their 
bruiſes) advanced towards the moderator, with his 
bonnet nailed to his head. Wae, modiatie, quo* 
« he, I canno' ſay but ye're no blate. I gude fae⸗ 
&« kens, it ſets you weel indeed, to gee fic treet- 
« men b» Yin it's better nir the hale crew o' ye, be 
as meikle as ae pund of goſpel gifts is better nir 
« fourteen ſtane nine pund and a haff o' the legal 
« meaſure of clairgie. Come, come, it's needleſs 
to mak mony words where few may ſerve, ye 
maun een promiſe validly aund releyantly to ſettle 
the wordy Mas JohN MaGoeico amang us the 
neeſt-ook, aund mak nae mair about it. Aund 
gif ye winno” promiſe wi' gude wull, I've twall men 
at the door l gar ye do't, nil ye, wull ye, it fall 
* they e' en to do.” When he had done, he knit 
his brows, and ſhowed he was reſolved to do as he 
had ſaid, if they offered to demur upon it. As 
there was now no time to be loſt, they all conſent- 
ed, and the moderator promiſed in their name, that 
what he deſired ſhould be done. Thereupon Ma- 
GOPICO put himſelf at the head of the chriſtian. 
people, and marched off with flying colours. 
fter they were gone, a long debate enſued, a- 
mong the brethren, about the validity of the pro- 
miſe they had given. GroTius and PUFFEN= 
DORF, and SANCHEZ DE JUREJURANDO, and 
many divines were quoted; force and conſtraint, 
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and promiſes to robbers and aſſaſſines were mention- 
ed. The memory of their brother deceaſed was 
accuſed, for not having taught his pariſhioners bet- 
ter, it being very much in a miniſter's power to 
make or unmake his flock ; and beſides, the want 
of capacity in MaGop1co to reform them was e- 
vident to all. The leaſt of evils however is to be 
choſen, mad men muſt be humonred, better to 
flatter the de'il than fight him. So at laſt, it was 
reſolved, NEMINE CONTRADICENTE, that they 
ſhould keep their promiſe, and ſettle MG Oc 
within a week, which accordingly they did. 


CHAP, V, 


A great change upon MaGopico. His marriage. 
Hus then have we brought MaGorpico to 
the pinnacle of his hopes, ſhown him the 
bright ſide, ſet him on the right-hand, and, as if 
one might ſay, ſet him to be dandled in the very 
lap of fortune. Seven hundred and ſixty-two 
marks, ten ſhilling and three pennies, a glebe of ſix 
acres, graſs for one horſe, one cow, and two fol- 
lowers, the privilege of the church-yard for his cow 
and his hogs, beſides a manſe and garden, and free- 
will offerings, you will allow, are no deſpicable 
things. The houſe indeed not in very good repair, 
but a presbyterial viſitation will ſoon remedy that, 
were he once in good terms with his brethren. 
From the deference paid him by the commonal- 
2 the civility ſhown him by the people of 
ion, which he, good man, took all for ſtark 
love and kindneſs, he ſoon came to think himſelf a 
man of ſome importance. My lady ſuch a thing 
and I, and I and Sir WILLIAM WHATD'YECAL- 
4 Lu M, 
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LUM, began to be the familiar implements of his 
converſation. Formerly he uſed to ſtagger along; 
with his head overhanging the perpendicular of his 
feet, running foul of every thing in his way, his 
back ſo ſemicircular, that you would have taken it 
for the fragment of the arch of a cart-wheel wan- 
dered from its principal, and the whole outward 
man ſo unwieldy, ſo ſlouching, and ſuch an indi- 
geſted heap of crude materials huddled together, 
that the loweſt of nature's journeymen would have 
diſowned the workmanſhip. But now he has 
learned to hold up his head, and in his ſhoulders, to 
tread firm, and turn out his toes, and look like a 
man. 

The GENERAL Ass EMILVY coming on, he goes 
to EIN BURG, to learn the forms of the church, 
and ſee the town, and get faſhionable clothes. As- 
ſoon as he is compleatly accoutred, he walks to the 
CROSS, ſtares and ſtruts, and looks defiance at e- 
very one he meets, goes to the houſe, liſtens to the 
debates, looks about him, rubs the powder off his 
new coat, holds his hat with the corner in his 
mouth, leſt it ſhould be broke, takes out his new 
watch, and looks what o'clock, ſees it is twelve, 
for he heard it juſt now ſtrike, looks at my LORD 
CoMMISSIONER, rubs the powder off his coat, 
conceives a violent ambition to be a member, rubs 
the powder off the arm of his coat, marks the votes, 
dines at the Co MISSION EER's ſecond table, drinks 
tea with ſome very pretty girls, falls in love with 
one of them, who would not marry him with ſo 
ſmall a ſtipend, goes to a corrEEHOUSE, reads 
caſes, takes ſnuff, calls for coffee, and bullies the 
drawer, in ten days goes home, longs for a greater 
ſtipend, and tells over 2 wonders he had on. 

of 
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For ſome time after his return, it ſome how hap- 
pened to come about, that MaGopico's gifts fell 
much in the eyes of the congregation. The cut 
of his new dark gray wig, his looking ſo often at 
his watch in time of ſermon, four new-fangled 
Borrowſtoun phraſes, with which he was perpetual- 
ly interlarding his matter, and in ſhort, the whole 
man favoured too much of the profanities of the 
times. Add to all this, that he now gave over 
drawing citations from the LAMENTATIONS as 
formerly, and was ever and anon quoting the firſt 
epiſtle to the CanNTICLEs, and would every now 
and then be talking about fi uition, and extaſies, and 
tranſports, and raptures, and love, and what not. 
All this might do well enough for old women and 
people of ** complexions, but the generality 
were not to be ſo dealt with, they wanted ſome- 
thing to arouſe their ſtubborn obdured natures. 
There was likewiſe a ſuſpicion, tho* few people 
would ſay fo far, that he had been ſeduced by falſe 
brethren, when at ED1NBURGH, to take the oaths 
to the government. 58. 

Some authors affirm, that about this time Ma- 
GOPICO was reconciled to his co-presbyters, they 
ſaying among themſelves, that they had been fair- 
ly out in their calculation of him, for the man is 
a good harmleſs honeſt hearted creature, a plain 
undeſigning noſe o'wax, a cat's paw, a ſtrau-Wiſp, 
and fo good-natured, that one may make him 
any thing one bids him, provided one hits him on 
the right ſide. 0 

Near this time too they fix the æra of a viſit he 
paid to his QUONDAM good friend the lady, in 
whoſe family he had reſided fo long; for he ſtill 


longed for a greater ſtipend, Here it may not be 
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amiſs to inform the reader, that the ſaid lady's ſe- 
cond chamber-maid, an arch wench, and ever 
watchful of the intereſts of her brother's wife's 
half ſiſter's twice removed couſin- german's ſiſter- 
in- law's brother's ſiſter, had ſmelled a rat about 
MaGoeico, and had given her lady a watch-word, 
His errand told, the lady, who had ſtill a great au- 
thority over him, deſired him to follow her to ano- 
ther room; when they were there, ſhe deſired 
him to fit down by her, which he did, ſaying, By 
your leddiſhip's leave. Thereupon ſhe began a ſe- 
vere lecture about perfidy and broken vows, and 
concluded, by ſaying, ſhe would do nothing for 
him, till he had fulfilled his promiſes, At the be- 
ginning of her diſcourſe, Ma Goleo fat very com- 
poſedly, with his hands folded in his hat, and ne- 
ver Pe to lift his eyes higher than the tip of 
her leddiſhip's red ſlipper. As ſhe proceeded, he 
cloſed his eyes, then opened them, and ſcrewed his 
face, then fell a tapping with his whip upon the 
foot of his boot, then fidged in his ſeat, then got 
up and walked away from her, then came back a- 
gain, then went to another chair and ſat down, 
When all was over, he promiſed to do what her 
leddiſhip commanded; ſo went home next day, 
and was married to the ſweet damoſel his firſt love, 
in about ſeventeen days thereafter. 


CHAP. NI. 


A vindication of matrimony, 
HERE are ſome light youths of this age, I 
know, who play their jokes upon Ma Go 
P1Co, for this his ſcrupulous adherence to his pro- 
mile. But, in the name of wonder, I ſhould be 
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very glad to know, what it is they laugh at. Set- 
ting aſide the honeſty of the thing, I do not fee, 
but the man took the moſt prudent courſe he could 
take. His affection to the EÞiNBURGH girl, you 
ſee, was incompatible with his preferment, and 


without preferment he could never have her. At 


the ſame time, I deſire you will figure only out to 
yourſelf his ſituation, during his celibacy, in the 
miniſterial charge ; a houſe all lying heaps upon 
heaps, his bed il|-made, and ſwarming with fleas, 
and very cold in the winter-nights, his ſheeps heal 
not be eaten for wool and hair, his broth ſinged, 
his bread mouldy, his tiend lamb and pig all ſcou- 
thered, his linen neither waſhed nor plaited, his 
black ſtockings darned with white worſted above 
the ſhoes, his butter made into cat's harns, his 
cheeſe one heap of mites and maggots, and full 
of large avenues for rats and mice, to play at hide 
and ſeek, and make their neſts in. Frequent were 
the admonitions he had given his maid-ſervants up- 
on this ſcore, and every now and then was turning 
them off; but ſtill the laſt was the worſt, and in 
the mean while the poor man was the ſufferer : At 
any rate therefore matrimony muſt rurn to his ac- 
count, though his wife ſhould prove to be nothing 
but a creature of the feminine gender, with a tongue 
in her head, and ten fingers on her hands, to clear 
the papers of the houſe-maid; not to mention the 
conveniency of a man's having it in his power to 
beget ſons and daughters in his own houle. 


CHAP. 
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| CHA FH. 
Diſſenſion between Ma 60P1co and his charge, and 
Why. 


H E laſt chapter was a digreſſion in vindication 
of matrimony, and of the matrimony of 
MaGoP1co. And by this time, I know, the gentle 
reader wiſhes me to lay hold on the thread of my 
ſtory. Tis thus then it runs on. 

After his marriage, he began to think of regain- 
ing the hearts of his congregation, put on new mi- 
niſterial airs, talked of the dignity of the ſacred 
function, and grew a graver and more ſerious man 
than he had ever been before, as a married man 
narurally will do. Unhappily for him, two things 
obſtructed the great work of reconciliation with his 
pariſh, and a third bred a total diſſenſion. For, 
firſt, they were more and more convinced of his 
having taken the oaths, by his ſhifting converſation 
on that head, and not preaching againſt thoſe that 
had. And then, in the next place, by order of his 
wife, he read PoRTEOUS twelve ſeveral times, 
in the ſpace of one year. By this means, though 
he had no open war with his flock, yet neither had 
he any thing could be called true peace. There 
were mutual ſuſpicions, half hints, ſhruggings of 
ſhoulders, toſſings up of eyes, curlings of foreheads, 
— mutterings, and inward growlings, on both 

ides. a 

The Ass EMBLVY drawing near, Ma GOP cO was 
choſen to be one of the members. The firſt thing 
he did, after his election, was to compoſe his fir 
ſpeech, and, from the overplus and refuſe of chat, 
to lay by materials for interveening leſſer ſpeeches, 
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as occaſions ſhould offer: On the third of Max ſets 
out for ®.DINBURGH, and his wife with him. 
The ASSEMBLY being met, the moderator was 
elected, the commiſſion produced, and his Maje- 


ſty's letter was read; whereu it was reſolved, 


that a committee be appointed to draw up a return 
to it. At this inſtant there was nothing but a pro- 


found ſilence thro' the houſe, mixed with low 


whiſpers, rappings of ſnuff-boxes, clatterings of 
tobacco-boxes, and a little coughing among thoſe 
members that had come from diſtant parts of the 
country. 

Ma dGopico, thinking this the fitteſt time for 
making his firſt ſpeech, role up, and ſpoke to this 
effect: Modeator, I humbly conceive, pleale 
„to ſit down, Sir, hiccup, why Sir, it is my 
humble opinion,“ here he fell a coughing, but, 
having wiped his mouth, felt his band, and adjuſt- 
ed his peruke, proceeded, * Modeator, Sir, I 
« humbly move, that a committee of doctrine be 
« appointed to examine into the relevancy of the 
* overture now before us. To every lerious on, 
it is fad matter of unſpeakable lamentation, to 
« conſider the unhappy diviſions that divide this 
“land, and the fatal differences which prevail in 
© theſe backſliding days ;” (this laſt ſentence was 
ſung, and at the end of it he pulled out a white 
handkerchief, and wiped his eyes.) © Diviſions, 
© modeator, ſet on foot by the wicked, and fer- 
© mented by. the ungodly on; ſure I am, they 
& call aloud for thankigiving, humiliation and 
prayer, from every true believer : And how can 
« jt otherwiſe be, modeator, I ſay, Sir, how can 
e jt be otherwiſe, when the ordinances are fo light- 
ly eſteemed, while ſin, and iniquity, and carnal 

h « ſecurity, 
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« ſecurity, and hard heartedneſs, and barrenneſs 
under the diſpenſations, and taunters, and ſcof- 
« fers, and mockers, at what's gude, and fooliſh 
« talking and jeſting, and patronages, and popery, 
and prelacy, and witchcraft, do ſo overflow this 
« our land, and overſpread this our day and gene- 
ration. Our fathers, modeator, many of them 
« ſealed it with their bludes. But woe unto us 
« their backſlidden ſhildring, for we have gone a- 
« ſtray, and bowed the knee to BaaL, and wor- 
« ſhipped an earthly monarch, a dying creature, a 
mortal man, a poor crawling worm.” —As he 
was hymning theſe words, my LoxD CoMm1ss10- 
NER began to riſe up, the members with triple 
tailed wigs behind, and on each hand of the chair, 
were thruſting their handkerchiefs into their mouths, 
and there was a loud murmur thro? the whole houſe ; 
and then the moderator, waving his hand, enjoined 
him filence. But MaGcoeico ftill bawled out, 
“ Sir, will you but hear me out, the beſt of it is 
& to come yet, modeator, I beg leave to be heard, 
* modeator, modeator, I will be heard, modeator, 
« modeator, every member has a right to be heard, 
* modeator.” Ar laſt the moderator was obliged 
to order the officer to turn him to the door: In this 
manner, MaGo0p1c0's firſt-born ſpeech fell to the 
ground, and with it all his hopes of a King's chap- 
lainry. The houſe being called to order, went up 


upon buſineſs as uſual. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. VIII. 


The Seceders who. 


'T HE moſt material buſineſs of this aſſembly 
Wag, about a certain claſs of men, called Se- 
ceders. Theſe were a ſect of northern philoſo- 
phers, diſciples, as ſome think, of the ScyTHIAN 
ANACHARSIS, very innocent men upon the main, 
but could not help having their own particular dog- 
mata. It is needleſs. to detain the indulgent rea- 
der with a long catalogue of all their opinions; ſuf- 
fice it to tell him, that the great * {a between 
the General Aſſembly and them was, Whether is 
the ſteeple to be reckoned the church, or not? The 
aſſembly held, that it was not, the ſeceſſorians held, 
that it, was. There were ſome other leſſer opinions 
peculiar to them, v. G- That mice, and rats, and 
duſt, and cobwebs, are bad neighbours, and unclean 
creatures; that à good ſtretch, in a morning, over 
heath, and hills, and ditches, and quagmires, and 
dirty roads, will make a man eat à good breakfaſt ; 
and if he takes a ſong to himſelf, now and then, as 
he goes along, 3; will very much contribute to im- 


prove his lungs. Theſe two laſt were thought ex- 


cuſable errors; but the great queltion occaſioned a 
long debate, replete with much learned ratiocina- 
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The defendants owned, it was a principle of 
theirs, that the ſteeple and the church is the church ; 
and pleaded for themſelves, what naked edifices 
churches would be without ſteeples. 

The appellants replied, that it was no eſſential 
matter, though a church wanted ſuch an ornament, 


provided it was convenient, and held all the prople, 
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and was warm ; that ſteeples occaſioned a door ex- 
traordinary, thro' which there frequently iſſued a 
ſi fring air, prejudicial to peoples health, and eſpe- 
cially to the miniſter's, if he ſhould overheat him- 
ſelf, when his ſubje& called for a little vehemence 
of ſpeech more than uſual. ; 
The defendants anſwer to this was, That the 
hearers, when affected with what is ſaid, were ſel- 
dom cold. That the ſuppoſition of theit being ſa, 
was no compliment to the ſuppoſers, as it both ſup- 
ſed a lukewarm congregation, and a thin one. 
t, even admitting the force of the objection, and 
its conſequences, that this very ſifting air was (till 
of uſe to cool the people in hot ſummer weather 
they further alledged, that it was a known practice 
in ſome places, to open the under door of the 
ſteeple, when the church was crowded, and that ſes 
veral of the hearers would go and {it there, to be 
more at eaſe to hear the diſcourſe ;. ſo that in this 
caſe the ſteeple, evidently, to the conviction of e- 
very one, was, 1PSO FACTO, part of the church: 
Upon the whole, were churches to want ſteeples, 
the kirk might be taken for the mill, or: the ſtable, 
or the malt-barn, or the ale-houſe. | 
On this an honourable member ſtood up, and 
toſſing the left tail of his periwig over his leftſhoul- 
der, faid, © It is my humble opinion, reverend 
moderator, that this venerable aſſembly have 
* wandered from the ſtate of the queſtion, on both 
® ſides. The ſtate of the queſtion, I humbly — 
ſume, was not, whether the ſteeple is neceſſary 
« to the church or not; but whether the church is 
the church, or whether the ſteeple and the church 
be the church. I believe the major part of this 
venerable houſe will grant the defendants that 
a * „the 
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the ſteeple is a conveniency, and ſo far neceſſary ; 
but not fo far neceſſary, as ro infer an abſolute 
or eſſential neceſſity. I grant them, if they 
pleaſe, that a ſteeple is a cuſtomary convenient 
thing to ſupport a weathercock to ſhow the wind, 
a clock to ſhow the hours, a bell to ring to ſer- 
mon, and to hold the miniſter's pigeons and poul- 


try, and his cow. and nog upon occaſion ; but, I 


think it an unfair ſtate of the matter, very reve- 
rend moderator, from a neceſſity of conveniency 
to infer a neceſſity of eſſentiality, or to aſcribe 


an identity of exiſtence to things eſſentially dif- 
ferent. Why, moderator, my head is not my 


foot: Am I not myſelf when ſtript to the ſkin ? 


As to what the defendants mention, about the 


hearers fitting in the ground ſtory of the ſteeple, 
I think, I may venture to ſay, theſe hearers would 
certainly hear very indiſtinctly; what with the 


. fluttering of the pigeons, the noiſe of the boys 
climbing to get at their neſts, the clattering of 


the clock, and the ſtriking of the hours and quar- 


ters, conſidering all theſe things, reverend mode- 
rator, T:*don't think they could hear even STE N- 
« ToR himſelf aſſiſted with a ſpeaking trumpet. 


As ro'what'is alledged about the kirk's being 


' miſtaken for the mill, the ale-houſe, and fo forth; 


have not moſt churches church-yard-dykes ! And, 


eyen ſuppoſing the gate 2 are there not plen- 


ty of graves and trough-ſtones to break the legs 
of horſes with corn or malt on their backs? and 
I have ſo good an opinion of the prudence of 


mankind, as to believe, no man would venture 
to go to drink in a houſe, When he might be 


ſure of breaking his neck, if he came drunk 
out of ir, unless he too was poſſeſt with the 


„notion, 
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« notion, that it was convenient, and therefore 
<« neceſſary, to die fo near a burying- place. Upon 
« the whole, reverend moderator, I ſhall give m 
« voice, that the church is the church.“ IIe ſaid, 
and fat. 


CHAP: IX. 
The praiſe of hiſtory. Ma6oe1co a Seceder. His 


narrow eſcape. 


NYREAT and multifold are the advantages to be 
(5 reaped from the tribe of matter of fact wri- 
ters, Whether HISTORIANS, BIOGRAPHERS, GA- 
ZETTISTS, MEMOIRISTS, JOURNALISTS, or A- 
NECDOTISsTS. Dead men are thus made alive a- 
gain, ſo far as needful, without having their reſt 
broke; a man gets a view of all that is to be ſeen 
in the phyſiognomies of many men of paſt genera- 
tions, who, though they wore periwigs of a diffe- 
rent wake from ours, yet breathed the ſame vital 
air, drank the ſame whiſky-punch, and ate the ſame 
bread and butter, as we do. And I doubt nor, 
but a man, who had been much verſant in com- 
paring things preſent with things * might in time 
come to ſet up for the gift of prophecy, as he 
would certainly be able to give you broad gueſſes 
of what is to come, in ſpite of all the fools coats 
mankind think fit to clothe themſelves in. I take 
MERLIN, and SYDROPHEL, and Sir Tho Ms the 
Rhymer, and the maiden Nux of whatd'yecallit, 
to have been all profound hiſtorians. A writer of 
hiſtory, in any ſhape, is not obliged to have all the 
valour or poltroonry, all the magnanimity, or wrong 
headedneſs, or fine equipage of the perſons he ſends 
down to immortality ; it is enough, if he has only 
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a little more, or almoſt as much diſcretion, and 
ſticks to the truth, without fear of blame, or hope 
ol applauſe, and only for the inſtruction of his fel- 
low - creatures. 

In the laſt chapter the reader was told of an af- 
fair with the ſect of philoſophers, commonly ſir- 
named SECEDERS. The aſſembly, after full and 
mature deliberation, reſolved, Inalmuchas the Sk- 
CEDERS have profaned the church, by naming it 
along with the ſteeple, that, from this time for- 
was the faid SEcEDERs be ſent from the 
church to the ſteeple. Thereupon the moderator 
rook a paper into his hand, wherein were marked 
the names of all the sECESSORIAN HERETICKS. 
(For hereticks they called them.) Many, whoſe 
names were therein inferred, abjured the sECESSo-“ 
RIAN principles, and their names were daſhed out, 
and they reinſtated in the boſom of the church. 
Ma gopico's name too ſtood in the liſt. For, in 
honour to the truth, I am obliged to own, that he 
then believed all the principles of that ſet, and to 
this very day ftill believes them, and never denies 
it, but when the SEctDERs are mentioned by 
name, as the inhabitants of the ſteeple. The e- 
ſpouſers of theſe tenets being called to the bar, to 
have the reſolution of the court paſſed upon them, 
there proved to be but a few who ſtood firm ta 
their cauſe, and appeared. The moderator, ſur- 
yeying them, obſerved to the houſe, that he miſled 
Magopico, though he was both one of the ac- 
cuſed, and had pleaded nothing why ſentence ſhould 
not pals upon him. He then called out, Ma 60pr- 
co, — Mas6oetco; no anfwer. Some- 
body at laſt ealled out, here he is, moderator, here's 
MagoPice, 
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Seeing the ſtorm that was a-brewing, he had 
taken care to keep at as great a diſtance as poſſible 
from his brethren in opinion, and accordingly had 
hid himſelf in the ſouth-eaſt corner of the houſe 
upon the very higheſt bench, behind the corpulen- 
cy of a large North-country divine ; and in this 
lurking-place was diſcovered by a violent Ax T ISE 
CESSORIAN. I find it affirmed by ſome, that chis 
ANTISECESSORIAN winded him out, MaGoreico 
emitting an ungrateful odour upon the moderator 
calling out his name fo loud. However, I won't 
take upon me to bid the reader believe this circum- 
ſtance, as I ſhould be extremely ſorry to bring any 
unjuſt imputation upon his cleanlineſs. Be that as 
it will then, he was now obliged to trudge down 
to the bar. When he came there, his friends, the 
impanneled, who had ſtood to their tackling, eyed 
him aſkance with ſcorn ; and every one thought he 
cut. but a droll figure, gaſping, with his under 
jaw depreſſed a great way down his breaſt. 

The moderator then aſked him, If he was wik 
ling, or not, openly to renounce that dangerous 
doctrine, that the ſteeple is the church. © Sir, 
„ fays MaGopico, I need no renunce it, for I 
« ne'er believed it.“ Sir, replied the moderator, 
the deluded perſons among whom you ſtand, (and 
whom you juſt now deſerted in ſo daſtardly a man- 
ner) beſides many more here preſent, can witneſs 
the contrary upon you ; and you are undone, if a 
denial is all your refuge. Modeator, ſays Ma- 
„ 6G0PIco, I inſiſt on it, that Ine'er faid the ſteeple 
was the furch; I own, I have aften faid, that 
the weathercock is the ſurch.“ That is all vain 
jangling, anſwered the moderator, for a, weather- 
cock always ſuppoſes a ſtceple to ſupport him, _ 
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leſs you can find out a weathercock, that has wings 
to reſt upon in the air. Weel, modeator, ſays 
he, I did mean fic a weathercock, or ony other 
« weathercock you pleaſe, modeator.” 

As all theſe ſubterfuges ſignifred nothing to ex- 
cuſe him in the eyes of the ass£EMBLY, the mo- 
derator was deſired to pronounce the ſentence. But 
happily for Ma GOpIco, the honourable member, 
who cloſed the debate in the laſt chapter, roſe up, 
and ſpoke thus: © Reverend moderator, I believe 
« by this time it is evident to all this venerable 
“ court, how unwilling this reverend member is 
« to be ſent to the ſteeple. But, as I obſerve, the 
gentleman is mired, and ſeems not to know 
« well what to plead for himſelf, I think it would 
not be amiſs, reverend moderator, if you would 

ut the queſtion to him, Whether, when it was 

1magined he ſaid, the ſteeple was the church, he 
did not really ſay, the ſtipend was the church. I 
apprehend, moderator, there is leſs danger in 
this tenet than the other, and as there is ſuch a 
ſimilarity of ſound in ſteeple and ſtipend, very 
« poſſibly the miſtake has ariſen from thence.” 
MaG6oPico, without waiting till the moderator in- 
terrogated him, roared out, O yes, modeator, 
« that is the very thing, the right honirable mem- 
« ber is in the right, God bleſs him for't. I did 
frequently ſay, that the ſtipend is the ſurch, and 
« ſtill ſay't, and will mainteen it at aw hazards, 
« coſt what it wull.” Here a lond laugh went 
round the court, the firm sECESSORIANS threw a 
contemptuous leer at MaGopico, and the modera- 
tor, allowing his viſage to change into an half ſmile, 
ſaid, © Why, Sir, I don't know, if theſe are your 
« principles, 
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« principles, but they may be ſound and orthodox 
* enough.” _ 
In this manner did MaGoP1co meet with a great 
deliverance, 


CHAP; X. 


Macorrco's converſation with his wife. His ſi- 
tuation with his pariſh. His tranſlation from 
MUuCHTIWHARROCK to STARNIKILLOCK, 


HEN the ASSEMBLY was over, MaGopico 
| mounted his grey nag, took on Mrs. Ma- 
GoPICO behind him, and jogged home to Mucn- 
TIWHARROCK, -He told his wife what a narrow 
riſk he had run. They had amaiſt ſent me to 
ride upoꝰ the back of the weathercock, ſays he, 
but I ſtude firmly reſolved to the contrair. What, 
does people think a man has the claws of a cat 
to climb with, or that his head winno' gang roond, 
« when he is ſae heigh, and mak him faw, and 
e brek's neck? Do they tak on for a craw, or a kay, 
or a pyot, or a corbie, that can live upo' deef 
< nitts, or ſtinkin carrion, or rotten mackarel ? Or 
a kirk-moule, that can make a denner upo' the 
duſtings o pews, or a green guſe that can grow 
fat upon a green truff, or a cameleon, that lives 
80 * air, and feeds backwards, yea, or a wild 
* aſs's colt, that ſnuffeth up the wund ? The work- 
man is wordy of his hire, no man is ſent a war- 
fare upo' his ain ſharges; and it kam to paſs, 
* that when the fleſh was ſotten, the prieſt kam, 
and put in his fleſh-hook, and took out the fatteſt 
parts thereof, the kidneys, with the fat thereup- 
« on, and the ſpule-bane, and the back-ſey, and the 
* ſpar-rib, Had Tac diE by the tail, ſays the pro- 

verb, 
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verb, neꝰ er quart certainty for hope, a bird in the 
« hand's worth twa in the buſs, and whamſoever 
« doth otherwiſe will have a toom pantry, and a 
% cawl col to blaw.” With theſe, and other ſweet 
words of conſolation, comforted he himſelf and 
his eſpouſed, all the way home. 

- When he came to preach next 8UNDAY, there 
were only eleven perſons to hear him. His pa- 
riſhioners had got an inkling of his bonny behaviour 
at EDINBURGH, and accordingly left him, and 
went with one conſent to the ſteeple. | 

I find very little remarkable in the hiſtory of 
MaGor1co, during the reſt of his incumbency in 
MocnTiwHARROCK, ſaving his being ſometimes 
obliged to hire a man-ſervant, and a maid- ſervant 
extraordinary, to make up a legal audience. No 
doubt, but that pariſh and he were heartily weary 
of one another. 

I find him afterwards ſtiled miniſter at ST ARNI“ 
KILLOCK. Nor is it told in what manner he was 
tranſported thither ; only one author is of opinion, 
that it muſt either have been, thro' the intereſt of 
the lady above-mentioned, or that ſome great man 
Had brought him thither, only for the joke of the 
thing. Be that as it will, in this ſettlement he 
comes to be a man of no ſmall conſequence, as the 
reader will fee by the ſequel. 


CHAP. XI. 


_ Magopico's friendſhip with PLUMB1NoO. 


ReaT events have ariſen from ſmall begin- 
nings. The cackling of geeſe once ſaved 


the Ro MAN capitol, ſome tarred ſticks once brought 


HANNIBAL and his hoſt out of a terrible hoſe-net, 
es: fortune 
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fortune has no end of her favours; once ſhe takes 4 
liking, and it cannot rain, but it pours. 
Ihe firſt view we had of MaGopico was, when 
an infant lying in the midwife's lap, and ſinging to 
the tune of the cxix. PsALM; And now we ſee 
him a member, nay a worthy member, nay the 
worthy metropolitan and patriarch of the preztry, 
or presbeetery, (for it is ſpelled both ways) of 
STARNIKILLOCK. 2 5 

The firſt occurrence of note, relating to the hiſ- 
toriography of Magopico, after his tranſlation to 
this corner of the vineyard, is the friendſhip he 
contracted with the very reverend PL MBIno, mi- 
niſter of BRORB. This was a brother whoſe com- 
plection fitted Ma6Goeico to a nine-pence. He 
was much about the ſame ſtanding, wore much ſuch 
a peruke, had preciſely the ſame dimenſions of un- 
derſtanding, rather more zeal about matters of 
conſequence, rather a ſhorter noſe, and was ſome- 
thing of a more gravid ſerious perſoniage. People 
may chaffer about the friendſhip of PYLA PES and 
Ok ESs TES, ACHILLEs and PAT ROcLUs, Nisvs 
and EuRYALUs, Bavius and Mavivs, LXII- 
us and Ar RICANUSs, and many other ſuch HEZ 
BREW GREEKS, who were all a pack of rotten- 
hearted, Pad AN, ANTICHRISTIAN, SOCINIAN 
anthropomorphites, and never to be mentioned on 
the ſame day of the month, with MaGOPIcO and 
PLuMBINO. They wore always doublets of the 
ſame cloth, talked the ſame politicks, believed the 
ſame credibilities, peruſed the ſame commentators, 
eat the ſame pigtail, ated from the {ame principles 
of action, and, when no principle of action was re- 
quiſite, acted from the ſame no- principle of action. 
But yet, as in this lower creation, there is a kind of 


5 


harmony reſults from contraries, provided they are 
not contradictive, but well compounded, and mix- 
ed, and ſweetened to your taſte, fo, in ſpite of this 
coalition of theſe rwo worthy members of the uni- 
verle, there was à beautiful variety and ſimilar diſ- 
ſimilarity in their behaviour. To illuſtrate this laſt 
period of our memoirs, I ſhall be obliged to tell 
the reader ſomething about both of them, in the 
next chapter, and ſhall here put a concluſion to this. 


SHARE. . 


A trial of ſkill between MagGgorico and PLV u- 
BINO. 


O upon a day, and upon a faſt-day, by all 
the days of the year, it ſo fell out, that Ma- 
GOPICO and PLUMBINoO were the two perſons in- 
vited to inſtru& the congregation. PLUMBINoO be- 
ing the younger brother, naturally began the work 
of the day. As I intend here to give the reader a 
{pecimen of their pulpit-gifts, ſo it will be neceſſa- 
ry likewiſe to give him ſome account of the different 
exerciſes of phyſiognomy, with which they add 
weight to their matter: Since we are told by your 
criticks and rhetorick men, that the phiz is a kind 
of ſpeaking sPECULUM or keeking-glaſs, to reflect 
the thoughts of the ſpokeſman. 

In the ſixth line before the ending of PsaT.Ms, 
PLuMB1No was obſerved wiping his face with a 
white handkerchief, and beginning to riſe, or ra- 
ther to grow up, for the ſlowneſs of his motion 
made it to reſemble vegetation. - By the time the 

ople were hallooing the laſt line, he was ſeen 

anging by the two 'arms upon the fore-part of the 
pulpit, with many a winking and many a wry 7 * 
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He then gave the precentor a rap over the head with 
the butt-end of his bible, and began, with the moſt 
mellifluent equability of voice, to utter a prayer, 
and made a clean breaſt of all the crying ſins of 
ManomMerT, and ANT1cnrirsrT, and the rulers of 
this land, and the neighbouring corner of the. vine- 
yard, and great Tuxx, and the man of ſin, whoſe 
downfal was ſo near at hand; in about an hour and 
quarter, he ſaid, Amen. He then read a text, 
though for form's ſake only, for your men of ge- 
nius are not to be tyed down to a text.. For con- 
nection's ſake he read likewiſe the context. He 
then preſented the people with a review of all the 
motions contained in the diſcipline of the viſage, 
both to prevent their ſurprize, when he. ſhould re- 
duce them into practice, and to facilitate the ma- 
nœuvre to himſelf. | | 

He firſt reſted his head upon one ſhoulder, then 
upon the other, then erecting it, gave a broad ſtare, 
opening his mouth, and diſtending all his features; 
then folding his hands, and laying them over the 
bible, he Publed down his under-lip, ſcrewed up 
his noſe, and hid both his eye-brows under the fore- 
lock of his wig. He then recovered his under-lip, 
unſcrewed his noſe, laid his upper-lip upon the tip 
of it, brought down one eye-brow, to its place, the 
other ſtill reſting as it was. He then brought down 
his eye-brow, and recovered his face. He then 
ſhut both eyes, placed one eye-brow in the middle 
of his front, and depreſſed the other upon his 
cheek, Then collecting his mouth to a point, kill 
ed firſt the right ſide of his wig, then the left. 
Then widening his mouth, made both lips wheel 
inward, and ſhowed his caſe. of teeth. Then, 


bringing all his front over his eyes, relted the fore 
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top of his wig in the ſtation of his eye-brows. 
This laſt motion he repeated three ſeveral times, 
then, recovering his face, he ſhut both eyes very 
cloſe, and laid the point of his noſe between them, 
and ſaid, 4 Dearly beloved brethren,” | 
He went on, obſerving there were three things 
contained in the words; then raiſed five doctrines, 
each of which had ſeven uſes of conſolation. 
But yet again, for I haſten, in the next place, 
« ſixthly. But further, in the ſeventh place, ſe- 
„ venthly. But yet again further in the next place, 
« turn the glaſs there; I ſay, in the fourth place, 
under the eight ſubdiviſion, of the ſixth diviſion, 
* of the fourth part, of the ſecond diviſion, under 
* the eleventh general head. Pur yet again fur- 
* thermore in the ninth place, tenthly, ay, tenthly 
« as I ſaid, and I ſhall have juſt done. An hard- 
% hearted ſinner may be likened unto a ſeiping diſh, 
« ay, my dear friends, he is like a ſeiping diſh, a 
« diſh that winno' hald in, a diſh that runneth over, 
« a diſh that runneth out, yea, my beloved, a diſh 
that runneth out at the nether end.“ He went 
on for two glaſſes more, and at laſt concluded to 
the great edification of the congregation. 
After the people had blaſted away ſome more 
PsALus, arole Macorico, and having long 
wreſtled in a prayer, and been very thankful for 
the ſuitable and ſeaſonable word of exhortation, 
they had all heard from the mouth of his dear bro- 
ther, the laſt ſpeaker, he read out his text, and fell 
to it briſkly. Mac opIco is none of theſe who 
make many faces, and have many different geſticu- 
lations; his principal exerciſes are to bolt upright, 
every now and then, with his eyes ſhut hardhorn, 
ihen lean down again upon the pulpit, and 
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fall into a lumber, with an arm extended on each 
ſide of the book; in that poſture he talks calmly 
away, like a man relating his dreams to a friend ; 
by and by he ſtarts to his feet, and out break his 
words, like an eruption of mount Vesuv1vus, or 
thundering ETNA, when the giant EncELapvus 
turns himſelf in his bed; or as when BoREAS and 
Aus TER encountering in mid-ſ{ky ; the bluſtering 
brothers hold a ſtrange hurlyburly ; and now the 
victory inclines to one fide, and now to the other; 
at laſt in comes the peſtiferous locuſt-bearing Eu- 
Rus, as thirdſman ; and now with triple rage the 
blaſt flies weſtward, and bears down cottages and 
peat-ſtacks before it. The aſtoniſhed ſpectator ad- 
mires a cloud of dirt, and ſtraws, and flying duſt, 
whirling aloft in air. Take care, O ye mothers, 
to keep your children within doors, otherwiſe the 
ſophiſticated breeze will bereave them of the uſe 
of ſpeech, and the power of their limbs. 

_ MaGopico went on in his diſcourſe, talking a- 
bout this and that, ſometimes ſedately, ſometimes 
with violent rapidity, always proceeding in the 
ſound, leaving the ſenſe to ſhift for itſelf, and fol- 
low at its own leiſure. He maintained a long and 
deadly combat with the old ſerpent, ſaid, he was 
nothing but a cunning deceiver, a falſe lying raſ- 
cal, an ugly great dragon, and a devil. —* What's 
« that you laugh at, you there with the mooſted 
e two tailed wig and the lang ruffles? I ſaw you 
« well enough with the tail of my eye. How 
« dare you diſturb the worſhip, Sir? Eh! ye ſhall 
« ſune be brought to the place appointed, Cir, 
« where ye ſhall how] and gnaſh your teeth, with 
„ mony other gentles as graceleſs as yourſelf. —— 
And you too, ye painted JEZABEL, with the 
8 2 | « black 
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« black ſpats on your face, that ſits forenent him 
there, What is't ye laugh at? They're fad truths, 
* and that ye'll find to your coſt yet. Laughing 
„yet? Bah, ye ſlut, kiſs my backſide, ye vile 
* ſtrumpet, with the white bare briſket, begat by 
„ BELZEBAB upo' the hoor o BABEL.“ | 

MaGopico concluded with nine uſes of terror, 
and a word to the elect, exhorting them to wait 
diligently upon the ordinances, to honour their mi- 
niſters, and not to follow the example of the 
gentles, 


CHAP. XIII. 


Compariſon of MaGorico and PLUMBiNoO. 


Have ſaid before, that though, in MaGoeico 
and his friend, there is a great ſimilitude of 
the manners and the man, yet that there are like- 
wiſe ſeveral minute diſſonancies. 
In the diſcipline of the face, PLuMBsINo has e- 
vidently the Coniariey' particularly in that mo- 
tion, when he reſts the forelock of his wig in the 
{tation of his eye-brows, which very few, if any 
but himſelf, can do to perfection. Some natura- 
liſts have thought from this, that he muſt either 
have ſome uncommon retractive muſcle in his oc- 
ciput, or that the ſkin of his caput, or perhaps the 
net of his wig, is interwoven with muſcular glands ; 
or elſe, that he muſt have mulcular ears, like the 
ox, and the aſs, and ſeveral others of our fellow- 
creatures. | | 
In the modulation of their vociferation there are 
indeed remarkable differences; PLUMBINo goes 
on, with ſuch ſweet regularity of cadence, and 
ſobbs ſo well to the time, that you would take it 
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for a diſtant ſolo, or the melting melody of wind 
thro' a key-hole. MaGoyrco ſtrikes a bolder 
ſtring, now he flides away to minuet time, then 
cheers you with a hornpipe, on a ſudden he leaps 
from the bottom to the top of the gamut, and 
plump again he plunges to the bottom ; by-and-by 
he lulls you aſleep with ſoft drawling airs of har- 


mony ; again he breaks your reſt with a jigg, and 


ruſhes on you with all the martial ſtrains of a 
282 PLUMBINO is, in very deed, a mighty, 
ittle, muddy, wimpling, ſhallow brook; MaGo- 
pico the ſame, now and then, by ſpurts of rain, 
enraged to a torrent. PLUMBINoO is WILLI E- 
WITH-THE-WIsP; MaGopico a flaſh of wild- 
fire. PLUMBINo rather more learned in his plan; 
Madgopico more maſterly in the execution. 
 PrvMB1NO's tropes are, the myſtick, the pun, the 
punling, the quibble, the quirk, the opiate, the im- 
— the tautology, the deſeent upon the fami- 
a 


r, or the ſeiping diſh. MaGoeico's the que- 


ſtion and anſwer, the bull, the blunder, the bluſter, 
the blaſphemous, the obſcene, the incomprehen- 
ſible, the contradictive, the conundrum, the RE- 
B Us, the ænigma. PLUMBINO is rather the better 
bred ſpeaker. For I cannot help owning, that I 


think MaGorico's uſage of the young lady was a 


little ungracious ; but then, on the other hand, ſhe 
ſhould not have laughed in the church: Theſe 
young people are ſo giddy, and fo full of them- 


ſelves. There is my own daughter, but juſt now 


overturned my inkhorn, and broke my ſpectacles; 
and all the ſatisfaction the baggage will give me is, 
Pray, Sir, are you angry ? then drops a low curtſie, 
then cuts me a caper, and off ſhe ſcampers. If I 


don't learn to fill my own coffee, and marry her 


to 
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to the firſt ydung fellow will take her off my 
hands, to teach her better manners. PLUM BTNO, 
to uſe his own phraſeology, commonly pleads the 
22 owing, as is conceived, to the dark-blue 

orrors of a large hill before the little window of 
his cloſet: MaGorico again is generally a tre- 
menduous man. I was long at a loſs for the me- 
cChanical reaſon of this; but at laſt found it out from 
my maid, who was once his ſervant. He fre- 
« quently, ſays ſhe, ate boiled barley to ſupper, 
and all that night was ſure to toſs and tumble the 
« bed-clothes, and rive all the ſheets, and would 
« never be at reſt; but ſpurred, and thumped my 
« miſtreſs, and would till be crying out, Shew 
« de'il, and divide ye Satan, and meikle mair filthy 
“ language, and then, all next day, would talk a- 
„ bout naithing but the evil on and the tempter.“ 
I am humbly of opinion, if he would ule a few 
raiſins or prunes among his barley, he would find 
them an excellent lenitive. 


CHAP. XIV. 
Macorico's affliction. 


OM time after his inſtalment in STA& Ntk11+ 
Lock, he loſt Mrs. MaGorico. The poor 
man was neither to had nor bind, but raved about 
her well- turned ankle, and then what a pretty little 
tip of a little finger, and told all he ſaw what a loſs 
he had met with, and erected a ſquare canopy of 
marmorean freeſtone over the deceaſt, ſupported 
by ſix columns of the GoTHick order, and bor- 
rowed a Latin flight of a MEMENTO MokI for an 
inſcription, to teſtify, that the departed- had been 
alive, and was his wife, and was a woman, ng 
ha 
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had died. To cool the redundancy of the fervoiit 
of his grief, he fell to reviſing all his long forgotten 
love-ſpeeches, corrected, and enlarged them; pur- 
ſued all the girls that came in his Way, and talked 
to them about the Franz and gluttons and 
wine-bibbers ; went to EDINBURGH, enquired a- 


bout the young girl he had drank tea with to ther 


day, about thirty years ago, found ſhe had been 
married to à man of a large ſtipend, and was a wi- 
dow : But ſome body told him, ſhe was no better 
"_ ſhe ſhould be, ſo came home without marrying 
r. FEE 
He now began to be a great kindermaker ; and 
became a cunning hunter of fornication and here- 
lies, infomuch, that it is confidently aſſerted by ſome, 
when his noſe was in trim, and not ſpoilt by eating 
his boiled barley too hot, he could wind you a for- 
nicatrix, at the diſtance of ſeven thouſand five hun- 
| dred and thirty-three paces and a half, and come to 
be poles upon an heretick, at twice that diſtance, 
he purchaſed alſo a new cuttie ſtool, which he 
ſet a- part as a ſeat of diſtinction for the generation 
of whoremongers. He had good reaſon to hug 
himſelf upon this purchaſe, as it brought in a — 
revenue for the maintenance of poor idle people, 
as it kept up the ſhow of the dignity of the weight 
of authority, as it let him into the ſecret of who 
and who were together, as it made the lads and 
laſſes thirſt the more keenly after ſtolen waters; 
and beſides a little chit chat with cuttie is an excel- 
lent variorum to exhilarate a man who has waſted 
is Cpirics with talking ſo long on ſerious ſubjects, e- 
ſpecrally as he is fully F to talk bawdry, 
Without ſpelling, as much as he pleaſes. | 
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"CHAP. XV. 

: | MaGopico's learning. | 
WE: any matters of importance and ſkul- 
duddery came before preztry, MaGorico 
always diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his zeal; and as he 
had a great ſhare of prudence, underſtanding, and 
experience, in the forms of the church, ſoon be- 
came the leading man of the fraternity. There 
happened once to be four young men nominated to 
enter on the trial. by Ordeal, two of them were re- 


commended as great ſcholars, and the others as ſe- 
rious good lads. A committee was appointed to 


- * 


deal with them, and find out what ſort of cattle 
they were, of which committee Ma GOPICO was 


one. After conference, they found out, that the 
two ſcholars had been educated at the univerſity, 
and the others had got a call ro” the work, at the 
tent-door of Maiſter WHIT FIELD. The commit- 
tee went very deep with the two ſcholars, and ſtill 
they were not able to gravel them; at laſt, Mà G o- 


Pico, who was ready to fret his guts e 
ays 


leave to ſtart a queſtion or two. . Young men, 
he, what was the name of IEHosHAFHA T's ſiſ- 
ter's ſecond ſon? They both ſaid, they could not 


tell. You ſee now, brethren, how I can 'buckle 
them, and yet I think it bur juſtice to'gee them a- 
nither chance for their heeds. Young men, in 


what verſe of what chapter is it fund written, 
Thou ſhalt not ſeethe a kid in his mother's milk?“ 
They replied, it was fomewhere in the PENTA- 
TEUCH, but that they could not condeſcend upon 
the chapter and verſe. Away wit you afid your 
PENTACLEUCHs, rejoined Mao ico, there was 
| ne'er 
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ne'er meikle luck came o' them that uſed fie 
words. | . | Hg | 

The committee returned to their body, and Ma- 
GOPICo, being the tongue of the trump, made the 
, report in form following: © Modeator, we have 


) examined the young men, twoa of them indeed 

4 « we put no queſtions to, as we were thoroughly 

1 ſatisfy'd about them from their teſlimonials. The 

— « twoa others are ignorant, modeator, groſly ig- 

b “ norant; hearing they were ſcholars, I myſelf put 
) c twoa learned queſtions to them, ſo very learned, 
2 * modeator, that they were rather curious as e- 


- « difeein, but they could no ſae meikle as ſay, Boo 
J « to a guſe to me. Modeator, there was never 
e « ony gude came o' our mother- ſurch ſince learn- 
8 ing cam ſae meikle in faſhion, What is it, mo- 
e « deator, but your learned preachers, that alienates 
g * the hearts of the gentry and nobiliry frae their 
e ain meeniſters and paſtors; whene'er they hean 
— of on of theſe being to preach, abeet be froſt and | 
1 „ ſnaw, they'll be at the kirk that day, and yet, | 
N let us preach the hale ſummer, they'll n&er ler | 
a « their fitt within the kirk-waw, exceppins now 
$ « and than, to ſee and be ſeen, and get a laugh at 
- the meeniſter. They dinna' like us, modeator, 


t « becauſe we gee them bladds of the verritie, and 
e « diſna' tell them about reaſon and common ſenſe. 

« Modeator, reaſon and common ſenſe are twoa 
1 © harlots that aught never to be ſuffered to defile 
\ « the ſanctuary. The twoa other young men, mo- 
, « deator, have been converted by Mr. WRIT- 
h « FIELD, ſae we are ſoor they'll hae the rute o 


1 the matter in them; and yet, modeator, I dinna” 
r “ like this WHITFIELD, nor his Yechiopian nei- 
8 & ther, Nae doubt, modeator, but he has dune 
r 18 meikle 
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% meikle gude to mony ane, but then, modeator, 
* he takes away our hearers frae us, modeator, and 
puts their heeds in the bees, modeator, and car- 
* ries aw the ſiller out o the kunetrie to his GzoRr+ 
* 61As, and his feikfaks yonder ; and, modeator, 
Sir, they ſay, he ne'er — a baw bee o't back 
„again neither,” 
| The preztry unanimouſly reſolved to take the 
two ſerious lads upon trials, and to remand the ſcho- 
lars to their ſtudies : The officer was then ordered 
to call in che young men, who had been ſtard- 
ing all this time in the paſſage among the for- 
nicators; mean time, one of the country elders 
role up, and ſhaked his head, and ſaid, In truly 
* modiatie, the twa ſkullars gets baith a very Jil 
* word,” When they were come in, the mode- 
rator faid to Magopico, “ Brother, as you are 
* belt gifted with words, will you tell the young 
* men what we have done.” 
On this MAG co ſtood up, and fpoke thus: 
& You twoa may come in by, and fit down here, 
& for the preztry are to take you on trials.” Then 
rurning to the others, he lopked angry, and cough- 
ed three times, then roughening his voice, he ſaid, 
And as for you twoa young men, the very re- 
* yerend, the reverend preztry of STARNIKHL- 
Lok, have refolved, adjudged, concluded, and 
« feenelly defeeded, that ye are yet in the gall of 
„ bitterneſs, and the bond of iniquity, and theſe 
* down looks o“ yours are ſtanding yevidences a- 
* gainft you; had up your heeds ye gallows faced 
e villains, and take heed to what J fay unto you. 
% Many of the young men of theſe days are like 
„the furch of TRHESSALONICA, neither cald nor 
# hett, COxUNCs 41. and Iv, like the lying pro- 
= / | 66 phets, 


— as J 

« phets, CANTICLES X1X. 12th verſe, and down» 
« wards; ye gang to the divinity-haw be ye'er 

« weel out o' the ſhell, and there your profeſſor 

tells you mony a braw ſtory about Voss1vs, 

| | « and VITRING1Us, and PAREUS APUD LOCUM; 
„% and WERENFELSIUS and PARALIPOMENOAN, 
„ (fo I have heard at leaſt) but he never conſi- 

ders, that you are all the while ſtrangers to the 
| « coavenant, YEPHESIANS III. and XXIII. he 
« tells ye to read ToLLy, and TinDER, and Co- 

« LIN, and Mashivul, and SHAFBERAY, and 

| „ Hogs, and TiLLitson, and mony fic; I'm 
| 4 thankfow I never read on o them, I only get 
| « their names by heart, that I may preach againſt 
« them, whene'er I ſhall be modeator to the ſee- 
nod. And then what fine things he tells you a- 
* bout CLaTo, and ALLERSTOTTLE, and that 
4 ſtoick Exxwcouros, and SEAREZCA, and Tu- 
„ Lus, and Sis ERA, who were a pack of rank A- 
& THEISTS, and ſtony-hearted AR MIx IAN repro- 
| « bates; it's fak, and PIl proove't upon you and 
| i your profeſſor baith, were it needfow. I re- 
„ member a brother indeed, who oance ſaid, That 
| „if that StszxA, as ye caw him, had had the fam 
« light that we have, he doubted no', but he might 
* ha' made a tolerable poupit-man, and been like 

| « on of us. But he nor no man fall ever gar me 
1 „ trow that, for it's as plain as parridge, that he 
3 © was baith a Ro MIN, and SoCinian, and AI- 
ä Ax, and SUBLAPSARIAN, yea, and an Ax r- 
| „ PELADIAN into the bargain. But, again more- 
| over, and I fall be doon immediately, your pro- 
< feſlor bids you peruſe buiks that were written by 
| * PRELATES, perſecuting PRELATES. As J ob- 
* ſerve ye are takkin heed to what I fay, Ill gee 
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ye a word- or twoa about them; by ſhewing, 


that the PRELATICK religion is ANTICHRISTI1- 
AN ; this I ſhall briefly do by fifteen arguments, 
and ſoom up the whole by: three uſes of trial. 
And, 1ſt, Ir is the religion of the PRELATES. 
2dly, It is the PRELAT1cK religion. In the third 
place, 3dly, it is the religion of the beaſt. - ꝗthly, 
Of the whore. 5thly, It is a limb of the whore: 
6thly, An ill mumbled meſs. 7thly, It is the 
dealt religion. 8thly, The whore's religion: 
gthly, The whore's limb, yea the limb of the 
whore of BaBYLoN. 1othly, The religion of 
the buik o*.common-prayer, and the organs, and 
the whiſtles, and the white fark. 11thly, A 
cold, carnal, formal, lifeleſs religion. IAthly, 
For I haſten, It murdered Biſhop Share. And 
then, in the laſt place, It is the bloody ſoul-ſe- 
ducing, heart-hardening, limb-lopping, heed- 
hacking, gallows-bigging, gray-gooning, perſe- 
cuting ſpirit of pRELAcy. Try then, young 
men, whether it is not the yirneſt wiſhes of your 
heart, to do any thing to root it, root and branch; 
out of this land. As the preztry have aſhended 
to mak me their ſpokeſman, I exhort you baith 
to gang hame, ws mind to wait conſtantly and 
diligently upon ſermons, and eſpecially, that I may 
ſpeak without vain-glory, thoſe of myſelf and 
my dear brother PLuMB1No, and lay up a good 
ſtock of the ſeaſonable truths you hear, which 
will ſtand you in mair ſteed in the day of trial 
and viſitation, than all the writings of the un- 
regenerate, unenlighted HEATHEN, PAGAN mo- 
rality men of the GENTILE nations,” 
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